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HAVE exhibited to you my countrymen, fome of the inde- 

teauble doctrines of our popular leaders, together with the 
aviurd, aroitcary, and tyrannical meafures they have taken in 
fupport ot what they call liberty, all which have hitherto been 
attcnded with anfwerable effects, fuch as are fubverfive of what 
we call our civil rights. I fhould leave my plan unfinifhed, if I 
did not point out to you the natural tendency which their pref- 
fing the Clergy into the fervice and engaging them in our po- 
litacal difputes has towards the fubvertion of the ecclefiaftical 
conitituuon of the country. It were to be wifhed that there 
were none of the Order, volunteers in the caufe ; but while fome 
of them have engaged in it with a zeal which would have been 
truly laudable had at been exerted in the caufe of their Mafter ; 


- 
others, there is reafon to tear, have temporifed, againft their own 


judgnients, in compliance with the prejudices of their people : 
‘Thus much is certain tat one way or other they have too miany 
«} them acquired the reputation of being partizans in the caufe. 
}t is a hard cafe with thofe who are not at liberty to {peak their 
own minds: [pity them under their wretched ftate of dependence. 
A worthy Diviae, in more eafy circumftances of life, has been of 
lite pubuckly infulted in the news-papers and told that he would 
{ora be Jeft to preach to naked walls : His fault is, he did not 
jes fit to difpute the orders of government agreeable to the impe- 
tious dictates of its profeffed oppofers. Thefe men while they 
are aiming at independence themfelves, cannot bear to fee any 
tin independent of them, They have much to anfwer to our 
common Matier for ufing means to feduce his Minifters and 
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Servants from their duty,and to inlift them into a foreign fervice ; 
and much alfo I fear to the abuled publick for the confequences 


which may attend it. 


Tue benevolent Founder of the Chriftian religion fent forth 
his difciples when he parted with them, to profelyte all nations to 
the faith, with this {hort and comprehenfive commiffion, to baptize 
and teach the people to obferve all things- which ue had com- 
manded them. From this commifiion his Minifters at this day 
derive their authority : Their own good fenfe will lead them to 
difcover and I am fure the bufinefs of their profeffion leads them to 
confider, whether they have any authority from their Mafter to 
make themfelves parties in ftate affairs. | When they take a part 
againft government and difplay upon thefe things in the pulpit, 
unlefs they produce their Lord’s command or example to authorife 
them, many of the Laity who are of opinion that they are 424 
againft them, will be inclined to think they are reaching for doc- 


trines the commandments of men. While they are contending for. 


their ecclefiaftical conftitution fuch a conduct has a direét ten- 
dency to weaken it, and to make way for the building up another 
on its ruins. The times appear to be now more than ever cri- 
tical with them. The Clergy have enemies enough, fuch as are 
difpofed not only to expofe their foibles, but to pervert innocent 
and indifferent actions and proncunce them foibles and faults. 
An attack upon them in Edvs and Gill's laft Monday’s Gazette, a 
paper which has been much countenanced and encouragea by fome 
of them, looks like a wound given in the houfe of a friend ; and is 
enough furely to make them cry out of treachery. If after all, 
they will be acceffaries to their own undoing, the Laity will be 
apt to look on with the more indifference. 


But I may not conclude without refuming my fubject and 
confidering it as it more immediately concerns the /fate, for this 
was what firft of all engaged my thoughts upon it. 


In the conftitution of all governments among civilized nations 
it is neceflary there fhould be a fupreme power lodged fomewhere. 
The Britith government is conftituted of three branches, King; 
Lords, and Commons, all of them free in their refpective depart- 
ments in the legiflature, yet mutual checks upon each other, fo 
that no ads of legiflation can be compleated without the con- 
currence of all three. If either branch had fuch a check upon 
another as to prevent its acting freely in the paffing of afts or 
Jaws, that branch which had fuch a check upon it would ceafe 
to be a part of the fupreme power. Thefe are the great outlines 
of the Britifth conftitution, being a mixed Monarchy, a conftitu- 
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tion approaching fo near to perfection that Tacitus imagined 
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fuch a form of government to be capable of exifting only in idea : 
And fuch, upona fuperficial view of the cafe, we generally ima- 
gine our provineial conftitution to be; but if we confider the 
matter with attention we fhall find a wide difference between 


them. 


Tue grants made at the acceffion of a Prince for the fupport of 


the civil lift for life, renders the King independent and free. 


The firft branch of our provincial legiflature anfwering to the 
monarchical part of that of Great Britain can by no means be 
faid to be free, while under the check of annual grants for its 


fupport. The Lords when once intitled to fit in the Houfe of 


Peers are not removeable at the pleafure of theKing or of the Com- 
mons ; they are then independent of both for their feats, and 
to all intents and purpofes free: The fecond branch of our pro- 
vincial legiflature anfwering to this ariftocratical part of that of 
Great Britain is much lefs free than our firft, having a double 
check upon it ; for they are annually elected by joint ballot of 
the two Houfes,and after that, fubject to the negative of the Go- 
vernor. The third branch being poffeffed of all thefe checks 
without being checked by either of the other two, except as in 
Great Britain, by being liable in common with the others toa 
fufpenfion of their legiflative power by a diffolution in virtue of 
the King’s prerogative, where the nature of the conftitution 
requires that this power fhould be lodged : * The third branch [ 
fay, is the only branch that can be faid to be free upon the plan 
of the Britifh conftitution ; and being poffeffed of thofe fuperadded 
checks our provincial government, while upon the eftablifhment 
we contend for, inftead of being monarchical like that of Great 
Britain, is rather democratical. This may anfwer for a fubordi- 
nate government while we act upon virtuous principles and ac- 
knowledge a fupreme power ellewhere : But were we to fet 
up for independency, as fome of our writers give out, we muft 
recur to fome other fyftem, or fubmit to the Domuinatia Plebis— 
the Rule of the Multitude. ‘* Under fuch 2 fyftem in Rome (as 
“a+ noted writer obferves) the whole government fell into 

“© anarchy 


* A Parliament might become perpetual, if the voice of all the three branches was necef= 
fary to caufea diffolution, Im May 1642 King Charles I. paffed a bill for the continuing 
the Parliament that it fhould not be diffolved without their own confeot. The Houle 
cf Commons that then was, having voted the Houfe of Lords ufelefs and dangerous con- 
tinued their own exiltence until Cromwell diffolved them in April 1653. This is called 
the long Parliament. They were invited to return to the exercife of their authority ia 
May 1659 and met accordingly. This fxeleton of the long Parliament is commonly 
ditinguithed by the appellation of the Rump Parliament. They were afterwards joined 
by the members who had been excluded in1648 and diflo!ved themfelves in Maich 1659,62 
near eighteen years after the King had entrutted them with his prerogative ; and itiued 
writs for a free Parliament to meet 25 April 1650 who concurred in bringing in his foa 
King Charles IT. 

t Hume's Effays, 
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*« anarchy, and the greateft happinefs wnich the Romans could 
“* look for, was the defpotic power of the Casars. Thevirtue 
“* and good intentions of Cato and Brutus are highly laudable, 
‘* but to what purpole did their zeal ferve ? To nothing but to 
« haften the fatal period of the Roman government, and render 
‘* its convulfions and dying agonies more violent and painful.” 


You have not, my countrymen, fuchmen as Cato and Brutus 
to head the oppofition to the prefent government in this country. 
Withdraw then your confidence in time from the artful demagogue 
and liften to the voice of the prudent and virtuous citizen ; then 
rou may foon hope to have your peace eftablifhed, unlefs the late 
infults offered to our moft gracious Sovereign and the whole Britith 
government fhall have before-hand fealed our doom. 


White every neighbour colony behaves with refpe&t and decen- 
cy to the parent ftate, the Britith government will find le{s diffi- 
culty in correcting one froward child. Our news-papers are con- 
tinually upbraiding them with their imbecillity, and threatning 
them with throwing off all dependence ; one has notified the pro- 
poted publication of a fyitem of government for the united pro- 
vinces—another talks of putting ourfelves under the protection of 
fome foreign power.—While fuch things pafs unnoticed here, it 
will not be ftrange, if government at home fhould take it to bea 
fettled plan of tne people to throw off their dependence, and ac- 
cordingly take meatures to prevent it. It is to be hoped however 
that fuch plans are fuggefted merely to intimidate ; for this has 
been the conftant practice of the party. Be it fo, what an infule 
is this on a power which hath fo lately humbled the pride of 
two of thegreateft powers in Europe unitedin clofe compact ? 


Your Governor, my countrymen, I verily believe wifhes to fee 
good order and focial happinefs reftored in thisonce happy commu- 
nity : If any one difbelieves this, he muft fuppofe him regardlefs 
of his own peace and quiet; and the honour of his adminiftraticn: 
The King’s Minifters with it no lefs : And what is more, our moft 
graciouSovereign withes to fee all his Subjects happy,and the bleffings 
of good government extended to his remoteft dominions. There is 
nothing then wanting but that you yourfelvesco-operate with their 
good withes. 


FREEMAN, 











eet ere oe ae 


tes Oli SR 











ie a 





5 se Ry lang Fe * 


2A EP a ke 
‘ 


ia 
tienen et = 
i? aston 


= 
ree 








23 The CEN S$ OR. 


*« anarchy, and the greateft happinefs which the Romans could 
«* look for, was the defpotic power of the Casars. The virtue 
“* and good intentions of Cato and Brutus are highly laudable, 
“* but to what purpole did their zeal ferve ? To nothing but to 
« haften the fatal period of the Roman government, and render 
‘* its convulfions and dying agonies more violent and painful.” 


You have not, my countrymen, fuchmen as CATo and Brurus 
to head the oppofition to the prefent government in this country. 
Withdraw then your confidence in time from the artfuldemagogue 
and liften to the voice of the prudent and virtuous citizen ; then 
you may foon hope to have your peace eftablifhed, unlefs the late 
infults offered to our moft gracious Sovereign and the whole Britith 
government fhall have before-hand fealed our doom. 


Wuite every neighbour colony behaves with refpect and decen- 
cy to the parent ftate, the Britifh government will find lefs diffi- 
culty in correcting one froward child. Our news-papers are con- 
tinually upbraiding them with their imbecillity, and threatning 
them with throwing off all dependence; one has notified the pro- 
poted publication of a fyftem of government for the united pro- 
vinces—another talks of putting ourfelves under the protection of 
fome foreign power.—While fuch things pafs unnoticed here, it 
will not be ftrange, if government at home fhould take it to bea 
fettled plan of the people to throw off their dependence, and ac- 
cordingly take meatfures to prevent it. It is to be hoped however 
that fuch plans are fuggefted merely to intimidate ; for this has 
been the conftant practice of the party. Be it fo, what an infule 
is this on a power which hath fo lately humbled the pride of 
two of thegreateft powers in Europe unitedin clofe compact ? 


Your Governor, my countrymen, I verily believe wifhes to fee 
good order and focial happine(s reftored in thisonce happy commu: 
nity : If any one difbelieves this, he muft fuppole him regardlefs 
of his own peace and quiet; and the honour of his adiminiftraticn: 
The King’s Minifters with it nolefs : And what is more, our moit 
graciouSovereign withes to fee all his Subjects happy, and the bleffings 
of good government extended to his remoteft dominions. There is 
nothing then wanting but that you yourfelvesco-operate with their 
good withes. 


FREEMAN, 





en ee on ee 











